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This edition, which replaces the abandoned September one, tries to capture the 
goodwill and sense of togetherness, which we are all missing so much. Recently, 
several households have left the village, without us having the opportunity of 
wishing them well with their future plans, and, others have joined us. Welcome to 
you all, and believe us when we say are will be many fun days and nights to come.

A SPRINKLE OF CHRISTMAS CHEER

ILLUMINATE !! 

Re-kindle that VE Day community spirit 
Go on it’s Christmas, there are no limits. 

Bring the village to light 
During the festive nights 

Cheering us all is the aim 
Passers-by, locals the same 

We invite everyone to join in 
So let’s not be dim. 

Keep it simple, if you like 
Could be just a fairy light. 

Or, go as grand as you can 
What about a sparkly snowman? 

As the HCA cannot invite the community to come together this Christmas, we 
invite everyone to light-up their garden, be it as simple as a lantern, or a glow-in-
the-night snowman or reindeer. !

And we encourage you children of the village to paint or draw a Christmas picture,,  
and place it in a plastic sleeve, and hang it on the village washing-line. Put your 
name on the back, and a winner will be chosen, and given a prize.
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On August 1st Haydn was going to have a well 
deserved day off to watch the Snooker final 
followed by the FA Cup Final, (yes this is a wildlife 
story). I was sitting in the garden having a beer with 
Haydn's daughter, the grandchildren were at the 
park playing with lots of the village children, but 
soon a group of them were back in the garden 
shouting for us to go down to help. They had found a 
hedgehog. Haydn went down while I looked for the 
basket I keep for rescued creatures. 
The poor thing was surrounded by a group of 
worried looking children. Izzy was stroking it to 
keep it company. I explained it couldn't be very well 
as it was out in the daytime so the best thing to do 
was put it in the basket and contact Ginny at the 
Hogspital. 
I explained the situation to her, and she sked if we 
could take it down to her as she was about to start 
feeding the 52 hedgehogs she had there. Haydn said 
he'd drive. Ginny welcomed me and explained that he 
was indeed a poorly hedgehog but he would be cared 
for. She showed me around, and allowed me to hold a 
tiny baby hedgehog in the nursery area. I was so 
absorbed listening about the wonderful work of the 
Hogspital, I had completely forgotten Haydn waiting 
in the car, keen to get back home to the FA Cup 
Final. He’d missed the Snooker and the first half of 
the football but he had been a wildlife rescue hero.  

The Hogspital is a charity, hopefully we'll invite 
them to our next Fete to help them raise much 
needed funds.  

If you do come across a poorly hedgehog you can 
contact Ginny on 07974681659 or make donations 
via their website   www.wobblyhogs.moonfruit.com

I'm not sure if I've caught up with the change in 
seasons quite yet. One moment it seemed as though 
it was summer with warm sunny days and evenings. 
We had lots of butterflies and bees during the day, 
followed by moths and bats as dusk fell over our 
small garden, a wildlife haven full of plants and 
flowers feeding any creature that visits. However, 
on September 28th we had an unexpected visitor 
land in the garden, where it sat for 15 mins listening 
and watching the honeysuckle and jasmine. It was 
the most beautiful Sparrow Hawk. All of our 
resident sparrows had disappeared and not a sound 
could be heard. What a thrill! It wasn't successful in 
catching anything in our garden but we did see it 
again a few days later on the path down to river with 
a bird in its claws. 

NATURE NOTES: Had my last swift sightings over 
the village on 23rd August. Swallows leave much 
later, and this year I saw 3 on 10th October. 
Walking the field I saw fieldfares on 26th October.

Nikki’s Wildlife Watch Autumn 2020

Remembrance Sunday, November 8th 2020 

On Sunday, 8th November at 11am there was a 
small gathering of seventeen people to observe 
the two-minute silence in Commemoration of the 
Fallen. Ex-serviceman Dennis Crowton, who also 
laid a wreath, lowered the union flag. A second 
wreath was laid by 10-year old Mia Album King, 
representing the community.

http://www.wobblyhogs.moonfruit.com/
http://www.wobblyhogs.moonfruit.com/
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LOVING THE EARTH

PENfro Poetry Competition 2020

“we are miners, deaf to the silent caged canary”

river water  –  clear, translucent, Alice-mirrored wonderland

you can see
            speckled gravel on the riverbed,
            freckled fish sliding, obliquely, slanting, through the stream,
            tresses of water weeds sparkling, glistening, undulating in the current’s flow,
            soft bodied caddis fly larvae in their pebbled tubular armour.

you cannot see – for we are blind to
            the limedust clouds dissolved, tipping the balance from acid to alkaline.

you can see
            lapis’d  scarab’d  dragonflies, bejeweled like Tutankhamen – 
            sapphire azure flash - darting kingfishers, moles, voles, bobbing dippers,  
            mists of humble midges

you cannot see – for we are blind to 
            the miasma of herbicides and pesticides suppressing inconsequential life,     
          
you can see the bloom of green algae - you cannot see the disgorged slurry

With effortless majestic flight 
passing before blue sky - then cloud - then blue grey sky,
a buzzard, eccentric fulcrum fixed, silently gyrates its slow beguiling spiral. 
            A high and distant transatlantic jet, that you also cannot hear
            traces shining, white, dirty, direct, urgent, vapour trails.

Above the lake 
a tired leaf relaxes its grip on the twig and air-floats, pirouettes
to kiss the drum-taut meniscus with not a tremble.
            On the water meadow
            metal heavy tractors pound and press and crush the fragile earth.

“We think nothing of shrapnel now, if we can get trenches.”   *

The raven went forth, to and fro, until the waters were dried up from the earth.
The dove, sent forth, returned at eventide, in its beak an olive leaf pluckt off, 
then returned not again.

Who told thee that thou wast naked?    **

Love the Earth, 
Choose to sacrifice Isaac who dug the wells of water, or the ram in the thicket?
Be fruitful but do not multiply too much.
Plant as if you will live forever – as if you will die tomorrow.
Love your children, your children’s children, your children’s children’s children, 
love unconditional.

Unaware, dulled sight, veiled smell, dumb touch, blunt taste, all senses atrophied
we are miners, deaf to the silent caged canary.

•Letter – Colwyn Philipps, Captain, Royal Horse Guards, Klein Zillebeke  
November 1914

Thank you and 
congratulations to 
Graham Meredith, for 
sharing with us his 
thoughtful entry to the 
PENfro Poetry 
Competition. It made it 
to the long-list of 34 of 
over 300 entries.
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COMMUNITY COUNTS
You may have noticed some strange and interesting things going on outside the Millennium Hall this summer and 
autumn. Thank you to the Art Elf and to anyone else who has contributed and who have cheered us all up in these 
difficult times with such pretty decorations on the picnic table and trees, has left us books to borrow and other 
goodies to enjoy. The books have now been collected and taken to a local charity shop, to avoid them spoiling 
outside.
Thank you to everyone who took masks from the clothes line and put a contribution in the box, and especially to 
anyone who has added masks to the line. !The line is still there so if you can sew, please make some more to help 
us all keep safe until this is over.

Season Greetings
Llanfallteg History Society

News.
The Welsh and  English versions of our history book:

Llanfallteg The history of a West Wales village
Llanfallteg Hanes pentref yng Ngorllewin Cymru

are now available as an E:Book on Amazon kindle at £3.99.
Great Stocking Filler!

Paperback versions of the books are still available @ £10 
Contact  01437 563938 or paramali@btinternet.com

Hello Walkers of Llanfallteg. 

I would just like to put this note in the Bugle 
to say a “great big” thank you to all those 
who have used and enjoyed the accessible 
footpaths in our locality.  In particular I 
would like to thank all those who have 
walked the diagonal path from the Taf 
footbridge, behind the Plash, across the 
water meadow/maize field to the far 
corner .  It has taken 4 years of 
persistence, with the help of the County 
Rights of Way Officer to get the path open 
again .  We should say thank you to the 
farmer , also, for arranging his crops so the 
path is usable again.  It was wonderful to 
see it being so well used especially during 
the “lockdowns” when we were confined to 
getting our exercise locally. I hope the path 
will stay open now, as it is legally required 
to do, and will be enjoyed in the future as 
much as it has been this year.
Thanks again, 
Lynn Meredith 
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Letter from Llwyngarreg. 
  What a strange year this is. I have to tell you that we miss having a steady stream of visitors in the 
garden. Occasional walkers have come on an open invite and that was good! Of course we have both 
been busy planting, weeding, pruning, watering - lots of that in the strangely dry season we seem to get 
every spring. Thank goodness we have a well and a pump. The birds have been very busy too, and every 
step we take seems to disturb a blackbird! Robins have nested in a little catch, in which I planted a tiny 
campanula, fledged and flown. A pied wagtail is feeding perhaps a second brood in the cowshed roof. 
Nosy jackdaws always claim the eves of the cart-shed, and there are pigeons nearby flapping about in a 
conifer. Because the National Garden Scheme will be dreadfully down on its fund raising this year, I have 
been selling plants to try and make uo for the shortfall. Thanks to everybody who took me up on this, 
and I hope the plants  thrive in your gardens. We’re hoping that soon we will be able to have paying 
visitors again, as part of the easing of our stringent lockdown, although we will have to adjust to some 
sort of new normal. We are indeed living in interesting times.!
(Thank you Liz for your response to the “Llanfallteg Letters from Lockdown project)
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Hello Everybody,
I hope this article finds you all fit and well.  

01437 563472.   theplashinn@yahoo.co.uk

When I wrote the last one of these in April, I don’t think any of us imagined that we would still be where we are now 
regarding Covid....but we are and here at The Plash we are still rolling with it and constantly trying to adapt, at the 
same time as keeping it familiar for everyone.
For the first time in 13 years I didn’t get to blow stuff up in a field on 5th November, and I really missed it, as I’m 
sure many of you did too. I promise next year will be amazing!
We obviously had to shelve the Beer Fest too, but that will also return next year.
The online quiz remains popular and I’m well over 200 songs on “Name That Tune” now! Can’t really believe 
people still enjoy it, but it’s great to hear they do and also that people have started to learn piano during lockdown 
as well!
Some of you will have seen me out walking during lockdown and I’ve absolutely loved meeting and chatting with 
everyone (at a social distance!), it gives a real insight into what a caring and wonderful community we live in.
The Plash has changed a bit...it’s a different colour (inside and out), we have some fab new artwork inside with one 
very special drawing of the pub by Nansi Jones, which we love. On the staff front myself, Lisa and Lou are still 
doing what we do! We have also welcomed Ellie back to work in the pub and acquired some new additions to 
#TeamPlash who have all been amazing coping with all the changes and rules that have come along this year...we 
welcomed Darcy, who has now gone to Aberystwyth Uni but shall return! We have Joey, who is doing a fab job in 
the kitchen and also a new server/kitchen assistant, Rhian.
So, currently we are offering food 4 nights a week to eat in, takeaway and also delivered to your door and open 6 
nights for drinks, with bookable indoor tables or our heated tent, which, by some miracle, is still standing after all 
this stormy weather!
I would like to thank you all for supporting myself and The Plash so much over the past 7months and we will 
continue to operate as fully and simply as we are allowed. Keep your eyes peeled for offers, menus, opening times 
and other information on our website and Facebook page and all that’s left for me to say is....
Have a wonderful Christmas and a Happy, Healthy New Year!
Cheers! Steve and #TeamPlash

Stay Safe 
From the HCA Chairman, Chris Heron 

This has been a difficult year for all of us. 

This year the outside of the Millennium hall was repainted 
professionally along with some minor repairs. The inside is inspected 
regularly and cleaned from time to time. 

I participate in on-line meetings convened by the county level co-
ordinating body for voluntary services, CAVS, which address the 
ongoing concerns surrounding the upkeep and use of village halls. 
The prospect of a return to business as usual remains in the future. 

Once again I thank the members of the HCA committee for their 
efforts. I also thank the many volunteers who have helped with the 
events, editing the Bugle and many other activities. We try to keep 
the Hall in good order and repairs are often done by volunteers 
(sometimes by professionals without charge), The prospects for a 
viable vaccine have recently raised all our hopes for a return to 
normal next year. Patience and caution are still today’s message. 
Stay safe to be sure of enjoying a better tomorrow. 
Thank you all. 

Any 
contributions to the next 
Helgorn Taf Bugle, from big or small 
contributors, are most welcome. 
Check the village website to see when 
the next deadline is, and email the 
editors with your drawings, photos or 
writings at rargyle47@gmail.com!

Cheers! Steve and #TeamPlash

Any 
contributions to the next 
Helgorn Taf Bugle, from big or small 

mailto:theplashinn@yahoo.co.uk
mailto:theplashinn@yahoo.co.uk
mailto:rargyle47@gmail.com
mailto:rargyle47@gmail.com
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