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VILLAGE OF SPARKLE

Fantastic Support for Christmas Fayre


     The last Friday in November saw the annual Christmas Fayre, organised by members of the H.C.A.. 
The hall was filled with Christmas stalls. Delicious food and mulled wine were available for those wishing 
to relax and absorb the festive atmosphere, keeping the splendid kitchen helpers very busy.

     There were eleven stall-holders, with gifts in all guises, from jewellery to jams, pottery, crafts and 
cheeses and decorations galore. The carefully constructed archways were covered in Christmas 
greenery, and clever lighting added to the seasonal ambience.

     Santa was unfortunately unable to be there, because one of his reindeer was very slightly injured, but, 
Sue Allen had arranged for Rudolf to deputise, and he did a grand job in his stead, even knowing that 
Elfed was the name of the fairy. Fancy that!

     Entertainment was provided by members of Serendipity, who provided a fitting end to the evening.

     

A BIG thank you to everyone who came and supported the event, a total of £348.75 was raised. A 
special thanks for all those who contributed raffle prizes, to those who helped beforehand and on the 
night, the stall holders and those that cleared away, not to mention our very own resident reindeer.

It is truly a village event, and provides a sense of coming together to celebrate the Christmas season.


The Plash Firework Display

     

     On the 4th of November 2007 Christie and I got married in the Forest of Dean. On the 5th of 
November we came back to Llanfallteg, and on the way back someone suggested it might be a nice 
idea to let off some fireworks, to mark the occasion, so we did! The following year we decided to do it 
again with a small display in the Playing Field, which went well, attracting just under 100 people. Since 
then the event has become more and more popular, attracting, on average, around 300 people each 
year, with the exception of 2017 when over 700 people turned up! This was mainly due to the fact that 
there were no other local displays and the last 2 years have been less manic!

     Over the years we have grown the display and 8 years ago moved from standard fireworks to the 
professional fireworks we now use. These come in the form of multi shot cakes giving a variety of 
effects and each year we try to vary and improve the display. We get great advice and tips from our 
supplier in Yorkshire, Epic Fireworks.

    This year’s display consisted of over 2000 shots and over 100 rockets requiring 3 launch technicians 
(me and 2 others blowing stuff up!), 3 crowd marshals and 7 staff/volunteers managing the 2 bars, bbq 
and marshmallow fire pit. Without our amazing staff, volunteers and helpers we could not put this 
event on, for these guys we are always grateful!           Steve Goymer

http://www.llanfallteg.org
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History Society News

Since the last news letter the History Society have undertaken three very different visits. 

In September the first of these was a conducted tour around the 
impressive St Brynach church at Nevern and its famous ‘Bleeding 
Yew ‘tree. A very informative talk was given by Mr Steve Watkins the 
local lay preacher. He explained the rich history of the church and its 
development  from Norman to Victorian  times The church’s 
eminence on the Pilgrims Trail also  went someway to explaining why 
such a small community has such a large church. After visiting the 
church we climbed the hill to Nevern Castle mound whose defences 
had kept the villagers safe during Viking raids. The trip was 
concluded by a very pleasant lunch in the Trewern Arms.

	 


In October, on a wet and windy day, our second trip also had an ecclesiastical theme, we visited the 
remains of Whitland Abbey. The talk, which was organised by Whitland Town Council, was given by 
the archaeologist who originally worked at the site in the 1990’s. His interpretation of the dips and 
bumps in true ‘Time Team’ style bought what looked like a very uneven field to life.  A brief resume of 
the history of the site also wetted the appetite to find out more. 

	 

On Sunday 10th November the LHS organised a gathering outside the village hall in order to pay our 
respects for the fallen men and women of all wars. Approximately 20 residents  attended.
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Wildlife Watch at Latchygors

What a glorious spectacle of colour the trees and hedgerows have given us this autumn.  I checked why 
this was so on the Woodland Trust site.  It seems that the years we have the best colours are when we 
have a combination of cold nights, dry weather and bright sunny days.  Let’s hope for more! 

The dry weather in the summer meant that the lake went down to 
the lowest level I’ve seen it, even last year.  However, when the 
rain started and forgot to stop, it soon filled up again and the 
overflow is now working nicely to ensure we don’t flood out 
Rhydywrach.  

We lost a lot of swallow chicks at the beginning of the season 
when the birds returned to the colder than normal weather, which  
meant that there were just not enough insects around to feed 
them.  Things picked up splendidly as the weather improved and 
we had several hatchings.  It’s great fun watching the birds when 
they fledge.  The youngsters have “flying lessons” in the yard.  
There are lots of swallows swooping around, presumably playing the 
swallow equivalent of “Follow my Leader”. Then one parent bird swoops into the open door of the shed, 
but that’s a step too far for the fledglings.  As they reach the black hole they veer upwards or across and 
this goes on for ages until, one by one, they pluck up the courage to follow suit! 

Earlier in the autumn, Carolyn and I were walking the dogs when we found an elver in the grass next to 
the path round the lake.  We did not know if it was coming from the lake or heading towards it, but it 
certainly made the dogs jump!  

Finally, we have recently had an unseasonal visit from a dabchick, but just the one. It was here for about a 
week, trilled for a bit, but has now moved on.                   Marilyn Scourfield  
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Community Coffee Morning
Sunday 19th January 10am till 12midday  

Llanfallteg Millennium Hall
Free entry

With the start of a new decade we begin to think 
about a historic community event, the Village Fete.
To get things in motion the Playing Field Committee 
is holding a Fete Coffee Morning in the Millennium 
Hall, Llanfallteg to enrol volunteers and create a 
team to take the event forward. 

Organised by Llanfallteg Memorial Playing Field 
trustees, the Fete is a fun day and a critical 
fundraiser for the playing field, as well as in recent 
years, the Millennium Hall.
However, in 2020, a number of Trustees will be 
unavailable, leaving the organising team short. In 
order to make this fantastic community event 
happen in 2020, we are looking for community 
volunteers to help organise and run the event.

You can volunteer;
• for the day of the fete
• for just a few hours
• donate prizes, bake cakes
• to help organise the event

You don't:
• need to join any committee (though you are 

welcome to join the Park or Hall committees 
if you want to get more involved in 
community life)

So whether you would like to get involved, help on 
the day or just offer ideas for the 2020 event please 
come along on Sunday, 19th January.

One Potato, Two Potato, Three 
Potato……. 

	 On 23rd November this year, the Llanfallteg 
History Society arranged a visit to Puffin Produce 
Ltd. at Withybush, Haverfordwest. The long-
established place of the humble potato in 
Pembrokeshire, and its reputation and success as a 
product, now spread throughout the country, meant 
that this was not just a visit to a successful and 
growing business enterprise, but an opportunity to 
see how potato production has changed and 
developed in recent times.

	 We were met by Huw Thomas, the 
Managing Director, who lives locally, and who, 
before the tour of the site, gave us an interesting 
talk on the background and development of the 
company.

	 Puffin Produce was formed in 1995 by a 
group of Pembrokeshire farmers coming together to 
market the crop. The Company is 100% grower 
owned, and there are 165 people in the team. 
65,000 tonnes are packed per year, and there is 
also a seasonal supply of cauliflower, Savoy 
cabbage, spring onions, leeks and daffodils. They 
supply Welsh own label potatoes (Blas y tir) to Aldi, 
Asda, Tesco and Sainsbury’s.


	 Having established that more than 9 out of 
10 Welsh customers support buying Welsh 
products, £25 million has been invested in cold 
storage, washing, grading and packing facilities. 
Positive steps have been taken with regard to 
renewable energy sources, supporting the creation 
of a sustainable future, and supporting initiatives to 
encourage re-use of packaging and recyclability.


Plans have been drawn up for future expansion, in 
particular a prepared potato and vegetable 
processing facility.


A fascinating and enlightening visit, highlighting the 
changes witnessed by one generation in the 
cultivation, harvesting and processing  of a food 
staple. We all agreed that we would never take the 
simple potato for granted again. Many thanks to 
Janet and John Cooper, and Huw at Puffin Produce, 
for arranging the visit.
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PLASH NEWS
Happy New Year!  We hope you all had a fantastic Christmas and welcome to 
the next decade….the 20’s!! 

We have a couple of alterations to times in the new year; first being the return of Monday night opening 
from the 6th January and the second being the Quiz…we restart on the 12th January and every other 
Sunday BEFORE Blue Bag Day!


Also wish to congratulate Liam Woodford on his success in the Turkey Shoot with Iain Atherton a very 
close second and well done to the “Seasonal Sundowners” for taking first place in the Christmas Quiz 
with the “Missing Reindeer” taking second place. Well played everyone!


For those trying new things in the new year, such as Dryanuary and Veganuary, we have a great selection 
of Alcohol Free drinks and great Vegan Food from Burgers and Pizzas to 4 Bean Chilli, so cutting down 
on alcohol and meat doesn’t mean having to cut down on Pub visits!!

We will also be doing more “pop-up” nights this year after the success of last year’s Rum Night, Greek 
Night and Burns’ Night, so keep your eyes peeled for those as they are always good, fun, sociable 
evenings!


We look forward to seeing you all soon.             

Cheers,   Steve & Christie


Quiz Night: 
Sundays (before Blue Bag Day!), 8pm, Every Fortnight: Prizes for 1st, 

2nd & 3rd; £1 per person and free food at half Hme. 

Opening Hours: 
Monday, Wednesday, Thursday, Friday & Saturday:  

5pm -11pm 
Sunday: 3pm -  9pm 

Food Served: 
Wednesday to Saturday: 6pm – 9pm  

For Details of forthcoming Events, Guest Ales, Special Offers, etc. 
please visit www.theplashinn.co.uk and sign up to receive our 
newsleYer or scan this QR Code with your Smartphone: 

HAPPY NEW YEAR. Keep the stories coming in 2020!  
Next deadline - end of April.
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