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The Village Christmas Fayre put on by the HCA was a great 
start to the festive season. It is fast becoming one of the best 
supported events in the village with lots of great eats and festive 
tipples as well as numerous interesting stalls.
There were many talented local crafters from the area, including 
homespun wool crafts, glass beadmaking, driftwood creations 
and wood turned toys straight from Santa’s workshop. There 
were cakes, honey and jams, all 
produced by local artisans, and 
it was lovely to see them 
supported by the community in 
which they live and produce.
For entertainment there was a 
demonstration by the local 
wood whittlers, live music, 
Santa in his grotto and a few 
ladies from the community choir 
singing festive tunes.
The highlight for me, though, 
had to be the live Christmas 
tree generously worn by Sue 
Allen and surprising many a 
reveller when she began talking 
to them.
A lovely event and the best yet! 
Thanks to Wendy Heron for 
organising it and all the 
volunteers who came to make it 
possible, I can’t wait for next 
year’s.            Steph Caunt

Hello,
 The Community Association hopes you all like 
the new coloured format of the community 
newsletter. We think it is a huge improvement. 
As it is your newsletter, we would welcome any 
comments, articles, photographs etc. that you 
might like to submit for future publications. 
Please send to Richard and Claire Argyle at 
rargyle47@gmail.com, our hard-working 
editorial team.
 There have been changes to our delivery 
policy too. All households will now receive a 
paper copy, with a view to reaching everyone in 
our community. If you would like an electronic 
copy too, it will be available to download from 
the Commun i t y Assoc ia t i on webs i te : 
www.llanfallteg.org and also on the community 
Facebook page.
 Once again the Community Association would 
like to express their thanks to the stalwart band 
of deliverers, and thanks also to the editorial 
staff, contributors and everyone else who is 
involved with the production of our Helgorn Taf 
Bugle. Thank you all.  Lynn Meredith

FESTIVE FAYRE

OPEN GARDENS
 For those with green fingers, save the   
date and get planning and planting for 

Open Gardens - Mid June

Final date and further information to be 
posted on the village website and in the 

next edition of The Bugle.

BAGS FOR HELP
Our bid was successful! Support our Playing Field when you shop at Carmarthen Tesco - 
during January and February. Ask for your Blue Tokens, and drop them in our pot. 
Every Little Helps!

Remembrance Day 

On 11th November 2018 Llanfallteg celebrated the First World War 
Remembrance Day. The day was very emotional and heart warming. 
Many of the villagers came, as well as members of the Community 
Council, Village Hall and Playing Field. Wreaths of poppies were 
placed in front of the Vortipor Stone. To me it was an amazing and 
emotional day, and it seemed like everyone enjoyed the ceremony.     
Megan King (aged 11).                                      (continued on Page 3)

http://www.llanfallteg.org
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mailto:rargyle47@gmail.com
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Autumn views of Latchygors Wendy Heron

NIGHT SKY (winter/spring) by Chris Heron

    This time of year always reminds me of my early 
interest in astronomy. Living in an area enveloped in 
atmospheric pollution from mines, coking plants, steel 
works and light pollution, there was only a small 
aperture in the atmospheric dust though which to view 
the stars. The constellation Orion was the sight that 
triggered my interest and it continues to dominate the 
night sky as winter turns to spring.

     Last summer Mars was at its closest approach for 
15 years (July 27), and it remains quite low in the sky so 
viewing is not at its best. The surface has been 
obscured by a planet wide dust storm that has now 
abated, after many weeks. It may be possible to see a 
polar icecap on the planet with a good telescope as the 
atmosphere there is now clear.

     A total eclipse of the Moon is taking place in the 
early hours of 21st January.Totality starts at 04:41UT 
and finishes at 05:43UT. This will be insignificant for the 
Chinese lunar rover recently sent there as it will be 
experiencing lunar night  

     Planets visible in the sky this winter/spring include 
Venus (morning star in January/February), Mars, Jupiter 
(in the east before sunrise) and Saturn (also a pre-dawn 
appearance in the east). Mercury always appears close 
to the Sun and observation requires great care---
NEVER look at the Sun through binoculars or a 
telescope as it will cause blindness. Mercury has best 
visibility after sunset on 25th, 26th and 27th February.

     The Tim Peake exhibition, currently at the National 
Museum in Cardiff is best enjoyed if you opt for the 
virtual reality experience (£6) and spacewalk round the 
ISS before entering the Soyuz capsule for the return to 
earth journey. I thoroughly enjoyed it.


Some websites for the interested:- 

Aurora Borealis: geo.mtu.edu/weather/aurora  

Satellite observation: satobs.org.           

Swansea Astronomical Society: 
classroominspace.org.uk

Preseli Astronomy Group: 
preseliastronomygroup.org.uk

Nikki's Wildlife Watch  
    The autumn colours lifted my spirits as I walked 
upstream along the river bank towards the old 
railway crossing; the hazel trees were heavy with 
nuts, the hawthorn covered in haws and the holly 
laden in glorious red berries. I spent a quiet half 
an hour watching a pair of dippers on a sandy bank 
near the large tree that has fallen across the 
river. It provides a bridge across the river for 
badgers and foxes  (captured on Wendy King’s 
night-vision camera) as well as a viewing perch for 
the kingfisher. If you look carefully you can spot a 
variety of footprints on the sandy bank. The river 
was fairly low as the weather had been dry for a 
few weeks but that wasn't to last, as on the night 
of 11th October the heavens opened and the wind 
raged. It wasn't long  before the river was out 
across the fields.  
    Some years ago Dave King invited my brother, 
Stuart, to research the purpose of the raised 
bank along the river's edge. He discovered the 
bank was possibly an aid to keeping the water in 
the meadow, ensuring grass throughout the year. 
The Cistercian monks of Whitland Abbey owned a 
lot of the land in this area and often created 
these irrigation systems for year round grazing 
for their stock, which also helped avoid flooding 
further downstream. 
    Other wildlife spotting - Lynn & Graham 
Meredith had a family of long-tailed tits regularly 
visiting their bird table. We couldn't find any holly 
with berries for Christmas, but Peter Scholfield 
said that some of his visitors had witnessed red 
wings or fieldfares stripping a holly hedge of 
berries in a day, raising the question “Is it going to 
be a hard winter?” Not as yet!

http://geo.mtu.edu/weather/aurora
http://satobs.org
http://geo.mtu.edu/weather/aurora
http://satobs.org
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Remembrance Day Service at The Village Hall.    
Ewan King-Allum age 11 writes

“I think it is good to remember 
what they did for us. It is nice to 
stand quietly with everyone in 
the village and listen to the 
service from London.
We all wear poppies and we also 
painted pebbles with poppies 
and laid them around the 
Vortipor Stone outside the hall.
In school (Tavernspite) we did a 
project this year on the First 
World War and we exhibited our 
work at Whitland Memorial Hall. I 

wrote a poem. After the service at the village hall we all 
went down to the 
park and took the 
Poppy Wreath from 
the Park Committee 
and hung it on the 
gate near the plaque 
which says the park 
is in memory of those 
who died in the 2 
wars.
I think we are lucky 
we have a park in our 

village and it's given 
forever in memory of those who died”

Sons of Henllanfallteg.
The commemoration in November of 100 years 
since the end of WW1 raised the questions “Were 
there any sons of  Henllanfallteg who perished in 
the Great War and if so where are their graves and 
memorials?”
The names of two people have been uncovered.
The first person is Arthur Etheired Evans. Arthur 
is shown on the ‘West Wales Memorial’ website as 
been born in Llanddewi Velfrey. However other 
records show him as born to the local Blacksmith 
and his wife at ‘New House’ in Llanfallteg West. 
Census records in 1891 show him there along with 
7 siblings. The 1901 Census also shows his 
birthplace as Llanfallteg, Pembrokeshire which 
would imply Llanfallteg West too. His birth was 
registered in Narbeth, which fits in with someone 
born in Pembrokeshire.
We know from the normally authoritative website 
‘Soldiers Died’ that he perished in the war. His 
complete record unfortunately may have been 
destroyed along with thousands of others in a 
WW2 London blitz. However, we have found that 
he is included on a pictorial ‘ Roll of Honour’ which 
is displayed in Fishguard Market Hall, he is third 
from left on the top row. It is believed he was living 
in Fishguard with his wife and children when he 
enlisted.
The second person was Trooper John Tyson Lloyd 
of the Welsh Horse Yeomanry. John was the son 
of a Peter Tyson Lloyd who was a horse breaker & 
trainer. They lived at  Hellan Mill in Henllan 
Amgoed. 
Shortly after enlisting in September 1914 John 
was sent to Gallipoli. Here in November 1915 he 
suffered a gas attack and was sent back to 
England for treatment.  He never returned to active 
duty and was discharged from the army in July 
1916. In 1917 at the age of 21 he died at his 
parents’ home, which by now was in the  
Trevaughan area of Whitland.  His actual burial 
place is unknown but, from research , it is most 
likely that he was buried at Henllan Chapel in an 
unmarked grave. He is mentioned on the WW1 
memorial which stands in the graveyard at Henllan 
Chapel. 

Our research continues, but if anyone has 
information or knowledge of Arthur or John that 
may help us, please contact :
LHS secretary on 01437563938 or E:mail 
paramali@btinternet.com.
By John Cooper

September’s Village Trip
It was a bright morning as we boarded the coach in the 
village. Our first stop was the National Woollen Mill at 
Drefach Velindre, where we had coffee and a guided tour 
with demonstrations of the hand processing of wool, as in 
carding and weaving. Then the guide showed us the 
machines, which speeded up the process, to employ many 
more people and increase production. We were able to 
handle examples of the clothing and our guide showed us 
how to wear the shawl, the baby wrapped inside, whilst 
working. Also, the red flannel blanket which every 
household had for aches and pains used with goose 
grease. It apparently had medicinal purposes! The shop 
managed to attract several buyers of their lovely blankets.
We moved on through the winding country lanes to 
Llanerchaeron, a Georgian villa which includes a farm, 
walled garden and a lake. Also, a cafe for lunch. The 
National Trust is focussing on the influences women have 
had on its properties. The five in Llanerchaeron ranged 
from the housekeeper to the ladies of the house.
The coach then took us to Aberaeron where we had time to 
stroll and eat. We arrived back in the village at about 
8.30pm and a good day was had by all.
By Carolyn Pashby

mailto:paramali@btinternet.com
mailto:paramali@btinternet.com
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PLASH NEWS
Hi Everyone,
As we look back on another fantastic year at The Plash, we look forward to an even better 2019.
We are introducing our Curry and a Cobra, made to order Curry with Rice, Naan, Poppadom and a refreshing 
Cobra beer for just £10! On St. David’s Day we are offering “Cawl & a pint for a Fiver” and we have shaken up our 
Valentine’s Day by offering a new “Sharing” Menu for all you romantics. So don’t forget to “Like” and keep an eye 
on our Facebook page for more details over the coming weeks. 
We are also looking forward to the Six Nations, Easter Egg Hunt and our 15th Beer Festival!  
We have had a great 2018 and would like to thank and congratulate a few people for helping to make it so. Firstly, a 
huge thanks to Liam and Jeremy Woodford for allowing us their field for our annual Firework Display, a great 
evening once again. Thank you to all who came to watch and we hope you had as much fun as we do putting it on! 
Congratulations to all our Christmas Quizzers with “The Jingle Bells” coming first. A big thank you to all our budding 
Darters who joined in this year’s Turkey Shoot, a close fought match which saw Jim come second and Liam, 
improving on last year, and walking off with the Bird! We also received a Special Award from CAMRA at our Beer 
Fest for “10 Continuous Years in the Good Beer Guide”, which we are really chuffed with and for the second year 
running we were finalists in The Welsh Hospitality Awards (maybe go 1 better next year!!).
We look forward to welcoming you all to The Plash very soon!
Cheers,    Steve & Christie

Quiz Night:  Returns on the 15th of January; Tuesdays (Blue Bag Day!), 8pm, Every Fortnight: Prizes for 1st, 2nd & 
3rd; £1 per person and free food at halftime.
Folk Music Night: Tuesdays (Black Bag Day!) from 8pm; come along and enjoy some traditional folk music, 
maybe even join in!
Live Sundays: Come and join us on the last Sunday of the month for some fantastic local live music between 5pm 
& 7pm. Free of Charge and a great way to finish off the weekend! 
January – Liz Crippin March – Paul Edwards
February – Laurence Lewis April – Tim Manning

For details of forthcoming events and opening hours please visit:  www.theplashinn.co.uk 

NEW YOGA CLASS
If you’ve been put off the idea of yoga by media images of young women doing 
impossible-looking gymnastic postures, rest assured that the new yoga class in 
Llanfallteg village hall is nothing like this. Yoga was originally a quiet, meditative 
practice, which Indian sages used to tune into their inner wisdom and to lead a more 
meaningful life. In the busy modern world, many of us feel stressed and have a 
sense that we must keep running from one thing to the next. Opportunities to slow 
down and to tune into our inner life can be few and far between. 

The type of yoga I teach is suitable for all ages and abilities and I have people aged 
between 20 and 80 who attend my classes. The class is also suitable if you have an 
injury or health condition which affects the way you move and all practices can be 
modified for the individual. This approach to yoga emphasises present moment 
awareness and is a powerful way to reduce stress, whilst simultaneously 
strengthening and releasing tension in the body. All are welcome – I hope to meet 
you in January! 

Class Details:  Day: Wednesday 5.30pm – 6.30pm (school term time). Venue: 
Llanfallteg Village Hall. Cost: £8 per session drop-in or £7 for block bookings   
Contact: lou@blueskyoga.co.uk, 07917724983 For further details, please check the classes tab on 
Louise’s website: www.blueskyoga.co.uk

http://www.theplashinn.co.uk
mailto:lou@blueskyoga.co.uk
mailto:lou@blueskyoga.co.uk
http://www.theplashinn.co.uk
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